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AS WE GATHER
Almighty Father, heav’n and earth
With lavish wealth before Thee bow;
Those treasures owe to Thee their birth,
Creator, Ruler, Giver, Thou. (TLH 438:1)
With those poetic words from years ago, English hymnwriter Edward Dayman describes God the
Father at work. He not only created us and rules over us, but He is also known to us in His giving—
the giving of the daily blessings we receive and, most important, the giving of His Son to be our
Savior. Prompted by the Holy Spirit, we bring to God our praises as part of the good service of our
lives. The heavenly Father awaits our response to His gracious giving! The Gospel stories of
Jesus often have a familiarity to us that may diminish what the sacred writer wants us to
understand. Simply put, there has never been any individual on this earth like Jesus. He has divine
power that can heal the sick, revive the dead, and multiply bread and fish to feed multitudes. And
He can even walk on water. Nobody else has ever done that. Only Jesus. As we worship and hear
the Gospel account shared today, let us rediscover in Jesus our one and only Savior.

 PREPARATION 
PRAYERS OF PREPARATION:
O Lord, be gracious to us. Look upon your people with mercy. Forgive our sin. Bring
us back again, as you have done before. Speak your word to us—a word of peace to
those who follow faithfully. For we know, without doubt, that Your salvation is near;
your glory fills this place. Let your unfailing love and truth come together among us;
let your righteousness and peace surround us. Pour out your goodness upon us, that
we may worship and serve you all our days. O God who is greater than the most
powerful forces in this world, enable us to be still and know that You are God. O Lord
who answers out of the whirlwind of everyday life, breathe in us Your Holy Spirit to
strengthen, comfort, and guide us in the midst of the storm. O still, small voice, speak
to us that we might become makers of Your peace in our homes, in our communities,
in our world. We pray all this in the name of the One who calmed the raging
sea. Amen.
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WELCOME :
WELCOME TO GOD’S HOUSE…. Here, in this place, God welcomes all the dreamers, as

well as the doubters: here, the worriers and wanderers can call on God by name. Here,
in this time, we can remember all the ways God has graced us: here, in these
moments, we are reminded that God is with us, always! Here are gathered those
daring enough to step out of comfort into the unknown: here, in this faith space, we
will find the courage to cry out, 'God, save us!' in every situation. Let’s worship God
together! Welcome!

SOLO

Ms. Angela Henderson

INVOCATION
Pastor:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:
People:

We have begun our worship in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit. Let us speak together the words of the Apostles’ Creed regarding the
First Person of the Holy Trinity.
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
What does this mean?
I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my
body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses,
and still takes care of them.
He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife
and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me
with all that I need to support this body and life.
He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil.
All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any
merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve
and obey Him.
This is most certainly true.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor:

Let us humble ourselves before God, confess our sins to Him, and ask His gracious
forgiveness.
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People:

We confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and
before one another, that we are sinful human beings by nature and by deed.
We have not always put God first. We have used His holy name in ways that
do not honor Him. We have not always been thoughtful caretakers of His
creation and have not shared His bounty with others at all times. We have
been heedless in word and deed and have not always kept our thoughts,
words, and deeds pure and honorable. We sinned in ways we know and in
ways we do not even recognize. We have wished for that which is not
rightfully ours and have not put the best construction on all things and on all
people. We pray God to have mercy on us, to forgive us all our sins, and to
bring us to everlasting life. Amen.

Pastor:

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all
our sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

People:

 WORD 
SALUTATION
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:

Let us pray.

People:

Almighty and most merciful God, preserve us from all harm and danger that we,
being ready in both body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish what You want done;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Leader:
People:

Job 38:4–18

(God tells Job of His lordship over
all creation.)

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SOLO

Ms. Angela Henderson

EPISTLE

Romans 10:5–17

Leader:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Faith comes from hearing the Gospel.)
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VERSE
People:

Matthew 14:27
Alleluia. But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do
not be afraid.” Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL
Leader:
People:

Matthew 14:22–33

(Jesus walks on the water on the Sea of Galilee.)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

(The Gospel is read.)
Leader:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

SOLO

Ms. Angela Henderson
SERMON

SOLO
Ms. Angela Henderson
(We Bring Our Tithes and Offering to the Lord)
APOSTLE CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Leader:
People:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, beseeching Him for the gift of peace.
“Lord Have Mercy”

Leader:

For the Church and all who are called to lives of service to God’s people, let us pray
to the Lord.
“Lord Have Mercy”

People:
Leader:
People:

For the blessing of God upon our nation and its leaders that we lead peaceable
lives, let us pray to the Lord.
“Lord Have Mercy”
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Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

For the needs of ourselves and others for healing and restoration, for solace and
comfort, let us pray to the Lord.
“Lord Have Mercy”
With thanks for the faithful examples set by those whose earthly journeys are
complete and whose witness to Christ yet inspires us, let us pray to the Lord.
“Lord Have Mercy”
These things and all else that we should have asked, grant us according to Your
gracious will, O Lord, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13
BENEDICTION
Pastor:

People:

SOLO

Go out into the world in peace, have courage, hold to what is good, return no man
evil for evil, strengthen the fainthearted, support the weak, help the suffering, honor
all people, and love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Almighty God—the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you.
Amen.

Ms. Angela Henderson
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